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When the global recession hit, it was travel and tourism that pulled many countries out of their crisis. Fast becoming the largest global 
business, tourism employs one out of twelve persons and produces $6.5 trillion of the world’s economy. Praised by The New York Times for 
its "meticulous reporting and often disturbing expose," OVERBOOKED shows how travel and tourism is having a profound impact on countries, 
the environment, and cultural heritage. Whether pollution left in the wake of cruise ships or the millions of tourists overwhelming the city of 
Venice, Elizabeth Becker offers anecdotes to illustrate her investigation. Costa Rica pioneered ecotourism to protect its natural resources while 
the Cambodian temples at Angkor are sinking because too many tourist establishments are draining the water table, just one of the precious 
cultural sites in jeopardy due to over tourism. From France to China to Brazil to Dubai to Zambia, her investigation is a first examination of 
one of the largest enterprises in the world. 
 

Elizabeth Becker, an award-winning author and journalist, has covered national and international affairs from the US, Asia, Europe, and 
Latin America. As a correspondent for The New York Times, Becker covered the Pentagon, homeland security, international economics, and 
agriculture. Prior to joining the Times, she was the senior foreign editor at NPR where she directed all foreign coverage and expanded 
coverage in Asia and Africa. She began her career at The Washington Post as a war reporter in Cambodia in 1972. In addition to 
OVERBOOKED (2013), Becker’s books include When the War Was Over (1986), a history of modern Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge, and 
America’s Vietnam War (1992). She has won numerous awards for her work, including those from the Robert Kennedy Book Awards, 

Overseas Press Club, and DuPont-Columbia and was part of The New York Times staff that won the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for public service.  
 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013, 12 noon 
Luncheon and Program 

 

The Wilderness Society 
1615 M Street, NW 

Washington, DC 
 

The program will be followed by a book signing with the author.  
Space is limited. Advance registration is required.  

 
 

WFPG Members $ 25   Non-Members $ 35 
 

Click here to register 
 

Checks should be made payable to: WFPG, 1615 M Street NW, Suite 210, Washington, DC 20036.  Cancellations must be made  
2 business days in advance or you will be held responsible for the fee.  Please direct any questions to (202) 429-2692 or programs@wfpg.org. 

https://wfpg.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_141932

